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Springtime on the farm! This picturesque scene of the Ralph M. & Sadie Wile Moyer farm, Rt. 113, Har-
leysville, PA, behind Faith Bible Fellowship Church was painted by Myrtle R. Waldspurger, circa 1970. The 
oil painting was donated to the Mennonite Heritage Center in 2017.  A selection of other recent acquisitions are 
shown on pp 12-13. Donated  by Ralph Moyer. 
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Greetings  from the Mennonite Heritage Center in this Winter 2017  issue.   The Board of Trustees and Staff 
thank you for your support and participation this past year . We hope to see you often at events and programs in 
the new year.  
 
One idea that we are working on in early 2018 is a “Welcome Center” that will be in the current museum store.  
This idea grew out of the strategic planning process during 2017.  The plan  is to take out some shelving/
display areas and put in a coffee serving area and a table and chairs for visitors to enjoy coffee, use  
wi-fi, and read a selection of publications.  The goal will be to have a more inviting and relaxing place for 
visitors to sit down after they have seen the exhibits or simply to come in and read.   We will continue to have a  
selection of books and gift items but will reduce the amount of inventory that is currently in the museum store 
with a January clearance sale.  Come and shop some real bargains! 
 

We also invite you to new exhibits and programs.  The exhibit “Resonate” features watercolor paintings by 
local artist Sandy Wood  and opens on January 28.  Harry Anselmo will be speaking on Sunday, February 25 

about journey to find his family roots (program description on p. 9).  For a fun mid-winter break,  come to the 
Groundhog Day celebration on February 2 at 6:45 am at the Nyce Barn to see Harleysville Hank and enjoy 

some fresh scrapple and coffee.  And  register to learn how to create fresh yeast dough “sticky buns” in the 
Early Rising Workshop on Feb. 9 and 10.   

Winter is also a good time to do genealogy research. Joel Alderfer, Collections Manager, and Forrest Moyer, 

Archivist, are both very knowledgeable about area family names, local history and  congregational histories, 
and can help you get started on your family tree.  Check our website: www.mhep.org/library/genealogy-

resources/ to learn about the range of materials in the historical library for genealogy researchers.  

Sarah Heffner 

Director  

 

Zach Bower, a social studies teacher at Dock Mennonite Academy, recently donated an unusual family 
heirloom to the Mennonite Heritage Center — a hand-drawn family tree compiled by his great-great-
grandfather, Henry Stauffer Bower (1836-1909). The tree, signed and dated 1897, traces many branches of the 

descendants of Mennonite immigrant Hans Bauer, a native of Switzerland who settled in Hereford Township, 
Berks County in 1734.   

 

The New Year 

https://www.dock.org/
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This paper by Dawn Ruth was written at a time of great change. In the broader world, it was the “summer of love”, 
also a “long, hot summer” of racial riots across the country. At home, among  Franconia Mennonites, concerns 
were more parochial—the conference had recently shelved its book of rules or “discipline”, and people weren’t 
sure how church traditions would fare in years to come.  
 
Dawn wrote about specific rituals—communion as conducted historically in Franconia Conference, and the 
accompanying practice of feetwashing. Ultimately, both rituals changed dramatically. What Dawn experienced in 
1967 as an inflexible commitment to “closed communion” has evaporated by 2018, and open communion is 
practiced throughout the conference. Feetwashing, which was very meaningful to Mennonites in the 1960s, is 
practiced only by some today. On the positive side, communion is celebrated frequently and with less pressure and 
anxiety than in the 1960s.  
 
Dawn’s paper, based on memories collected from local elders, shows people negotiating rituals in an intimate 
community. This negotiation continues today, but most discernment is local, within a single congregation, rather 
than with a larger conference. Franconia has adopted a system used historically by Eastern District and the General 
Conference Mennonite Church, in which congregations have liberty to implement practices that work best for their 
unique context. 
 
The author of this paper, Dawn Ruth Nelson (1952-2017), later served as a pastor and spiritual director in 
Franconia Conference. Her life and work were a bridge between the world of her Mennonite ancestors and the 

community of today. Through documentation of religious practices, in this paper and her 2010 book A Mennonite 
Woman: Exploring Spiritual Life and Identity, Dawn captured specific stories that allow us to see how far we’ve 

come—or departed—from traditions of the past.  _ Forrest Moyer 

 
Introduction  
“One hallowed custom in the Mennonite 
Church is the annual observance of the 
Lord’s Supper.  There is no evidence that 
communion was ever held in the Fall 
except for a few congregations which 
alternated with a sister congregation. For 
example, Skippack and Providence 
observe communion in the Spring, and 
Worcester in the Fall. These members 
are thus privileged to partake twice each 
year. Vincent and Coventry used to 
alternate. Since services were 
discontinued at Coventry in 1914 
Vincent now has communion services 
twice a year. But in general the 
Franconia congregations have 
communion only once a year in the 
Spring. The old ministers defended this 
on the grounds that the Passover was an 
annual feast. It is customary for the 
bishop to preach as he breaks the bread 
and serves the congregation. Each 
member holds the bread received until all 
have been served. Then the congregation 
bow their heads and all eat the bread at the 
same time.”1 

 
 

 

The Traditional Pattern of Communion and Feet-Washing in the Franconia Conference  
By Dawn Ruth, 1967 

 

Cleaning benches at Deep Run Mennonite East Meetinghouse before  
communion, circa 1940. 
MHC Collection  
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This excerpt from John C. 
Wenger’s History of the 
Mennonites of Franconia 
Conference is all he says about 
communion. However, a number 
of other facts can be gleaned by 
consulting several elderly 
leaders, and records gathered in 
the Franconia Mennonite 
Historical Library since the 
Wenger History was published 
in 1937.    
   
The Order of Service 
Years ago the communion 
service was longer and more 
involved than it is now. After 
the reading of the scripture, the 
home minister opened the 
service by “setting forth the Old 
Testament types”  (explaining how 
certain people and events in the 
Old Testament foreshadowed 
Christ.) This pre-sermon would 
sometimes last as long as an hour, 
2 depending on how far the 
speaker chose to take the “types”.  Some stopped at the Passover, while others went on to the prophets. In some 
churches they also had a second speaker on up until Christ. The sufferings of Christ was the topic for the actual 
sermon preached by the bishop. 
 
Before the bread was served the congregation rose for the blessing, after which the bishops walked among the 
aisles breaking off bread and handing it to the members. Older people tell of how the bishops before the 1950’s 
would keep up a running commentary on the spiritual significance of the bread while passing it out. Warren Bean, 
Andrew Mack, Abram O. Histand, Abram G. Clemmer and Arthur Ruth have all been mentioned in discussions of 
this practice; J.J. Mininger was especially quite apt at making sense the whole time.3 Their exhortations were all 
along the line of how “the bread is made out of many grains. When it is baked, the single grains lose their identity 
and become one loaf for the benefit of all.”4 

 
 While the bishops distributed the wine, the congregation sang hymns. In large congregations it would sometimes 
take as many as eight or ten hymns until everyone had been served. At Franconia the wine was poured into the 
cups from demijohns with basketry woven around them.5 Of course this was not the same in all churches. In one 
church in Virginia the wine was poured from cut-glass decanters even until after they started using grape juice. 6 
 
The Bread 
As far as deacon Vincent Bergey can remember, Franconia has always bought its communion bread from the 
Souderton Bakery. This shop baked a special round loaf called communion bread, which would not crumble when 
it was broken apart.7 Line Lexington also ordered bread from this place.8 At Vincent they either bought it or baked 
it themselves,9 while Salford bought its bread in large, unsliced loaves at Mayers in Reading.10 
Many churches cut off the crust of the bread and distributed it in long, square pieces, each cube broken off being 
about one and one-fourth inches in size. 11 It is interesting to note that two non-Mennonite women visiting at 
Salford told Bishop Arthur Ruth that “those pieces of bread were almost a lunch!”12 
 
From Wine to Grape Juice 
Bishop Amos Kolb believes that Vincent was the first church in the Conference to stop using wine in the 
communion service. They have had grape juice since about 1910. The story of why they changed goes like this.  
There was a man in the general area of Vincent who was very much involved in the Temperance movement. He 
passed his conscience against drinking along to his large family. The story goes that he refused to sell a farm to his 
daughter’s husband unless he would promise to shut down a still on the place. One of his granddaughters, “Aunt 
Annie Stauffer”, a member at Vincent at the turn of the century, had more of a conscience against drinking than 
any of the other members. Undoubtedly she got it from her grandfather. One day she told the minister that she 
would not take communion unless the wine was unfermented. But the bishop, Warren Bean, wanted wine, and said 
that he would not give communion without it. 
 

Communion at Blooming Glen Mennonite Church circa1940 - note that filing 
forward to receive communion was not the traditional method.  As Dawn 
states, traditionally the bishop moved bench to bench to distribute the bread 
and wine.  
MHC Collection 
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The issue was brought up in Conference in either 1906 or 1907, but before that communion time had come around 
again, and they were still having the fermented wine. Annie Stauffer broke down and took communion because, as 
she told the minister, “The Lord just said to me, ‘Do it for my sake.’” In Conference they voiced their opinions on 
changing to grape juice, and in the course of the discussion Jonas D. Mininger said he wanted fermented wine, 
“The stronger the better!” 
 
“I never want to hear a statement like that again in Conference” was what Andrew Mack, the level-headed 
moderating bishop of Conference replied. When Warren Bean saw how Andrew Mack felt about it he changed his 
mind and agree to using unfermented wine in communion. Annie Stauffer was the sole reason the whole thing was 
brought up, as there was no question about using wine among other members.13 
 
It was a normal thing for the Mennonites to make their own wine for medicinal purposes and mince pies, or 
drinking after the European pattern. Therefore there was usually a jug on hand in the basement. This evidently  
was not too big a temptation to drink, because there was no trouble with drunkenness among Mennonites in those 
days. 14 
 
Before Vincent made this changeover to 
grape juice they used to get their wine 
from a drugstore. One day the deacon, 
Charles Kolb, went there to buy the wine, 
and found out they did not sell it any more, 
and he would have to go to the State Store. 
He did not feel right about going to the 
State Store, so he asked Jacob Hunsberger 
to go for him. Hunsberger said that he had 
some wine in his cellar that they could use 
this time, so they used that. It was the last 
time they used wine. 15 
 
At Line Lexington, also, they had grape 
juice for a long time. In 1929 Arthur Ruth 
was ordained. He had always had a 
conviction against strong wine because of 
the young people. He could tell when they 
drank it they were shocked because it was 
their first taste. He did not think it was 
right that the church gave them their first 
introduction to wine. 
 
Deacon Henry Ruth of Salford had an old 
grape wine recipe that Arthur Ruth decided 
to use, so he asked Deacon Henry Delp of 
Line Lexington to get the recipe and make 
the wine. This is the recipe that Henry Ruth taught to several churches, including Souderton, Plains and Line 
Lexington: 

1. Take two five gallon glass jugs that have never contained wine before. 
2. Use blue Concord grapes. 
3. Drop clean grape through the neck 

of the jug, one at a time. 
4. Pour in sugar. 
5. Add water, no yeast. 
6. Put cork on. 16 

 
The cork did not pop off the jug because the wine was unfermented.  They would make the wine in the fall and 
leave it in a cool cellar until spring, when they would strain it through a cheese-cloth and use it for communion. 17 
 
Franconia and Deep Run East Mennonite Churches have used strong wine for as long as some people can 
remember. Franconia used to buy altar wine in Philadelphia. Someone would have to drive down and get it; now 
they simply order it.18 

 
 
The churches may have had a problem with the wine for their communion on account of Prohibition. In the diary 
of Deacon Henry Krupp of the Souderton church it says, “I went to see B. D. Alderfer about wine for communion. 
He filled out the necessary papers and made application (on account of prohibition).19 

Bally Mennonite Church communion cup and tankard. 
MHC Collection   
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Some Mennonite churches still use the same cup for everyone, but others prefer individual cups because of 
sanitation purposes. Arthur Ruth of Line Lexington thinks that to worry about sanitation is petty. He never heard of 
an epidemic starting from the use of one cup. At Line Lexington Mennonite they changed to individual cups on 
April 23, 1967.20 At Vincent Mennonite Church they have always used the same pewter goblet.21 Franconia 
Mennonite Church has two cups going simultaneously, one on the women’s side and one on the men’s side.22 
Salford Mennonite Church changed to individual cups around 1964,23 when someone offered to donate a set to the 
congregation if it would be used. 
 
Some cups were beautiful pewter goblets made in England, and some were very unsophisticated tin vessels. One 
fine goblet is in the Historical Library at Christopher Dock Mennonite School. [Editor’s note: The Mennonite 
Heritage Center has the pewter communion cups of Doylestown Mennonite and Springfield Mennonite 
congregations in the museum collection as well as several other cups and goblets on loan from congregations.]  
 
Closed Communion 
We as Mennonites have always believed that only members of the Mennonite Church in good standing can 
participate in communion. [Editor’s note: This was the case in the Franconia Mennonite Conference in 1967 when 
Dawn Ruth wrote this article. The Eastern District Mennonite churches at the time did not practice close 
communion. Today many, if not all, Franconia Conference congregations have “open” communion where the 
decision to take communion is left to the individual and is not tied to membership in the congregation.]  This is 
bound to result in problems which some people take more seriously than others. Here is a problem bishop Jonas J. 
Mininger had.  
 
One Communion Sunday at Towamencin Mennonite, J.J. Mininger was handing out bread and talking, when he 
handed a piece to a non-member with a mustache. [Editor’s note: the mustache was an indicator that the individual 
was not a member as men were not allowed to have facial hair.] There was a break in his talk when he realized 
what he had done, but he did not want to take the bread back again, so he just continued on. When he had finished 
with the bread he came back to the front of the room and Arthur Ruth heard him heaving sighs as he sat beside 
Arthur on the pulpit, thinking what he had done. The older bishop, Mininger, sent the younger bishop, Ruth, to tell 
the deacon named Freed, to explain to the man about closed communion. But when Arthur came around with the 
wine, the man was there in line again. Arthur Ruth did not want to make an issue of it in church, but J.J.Mininger 
did not think they should give the man the wine. So Arthur Ruth withheld the wine, and explained it once again to 
the man. 
 
To show how strongly some people felt about certain issues, Arthur Ruth remembers hearing of a time when a 
young man who wanted communion was reprimanded by George R. Brunk, Sr., for smoking, in front of the whole 
congregation, and was not given communion. This was in the Virginia Conference.24 

 
Bishop Amos Kolb never had much trouble with non-members wanting communion until recent years. He let a 
man take communion the first time he came, and explained to him later that we had closed communion. But when 
the man came again at a later service, he was refused, even though he felt insulted.25 

 
 The Practice of Feet-washing 
It is interesting to note that the reason feet-washing services were and in many cases still are held on Saturday was 
so that it could be optional.  The people who just wanted communion could come on Sunday, and those who also 
wanted feet-washing could take it Saturday afternoon or evening. 
 
When the Mennonites first settled in the Franconia Conference area they probably did not include feet-washing in 
their observance of communion. According to Amos Kolb, the man who first brought in the idea was a man named 
Henry Bower, who joined the church at Coventry as a young man. His conviction on the subject probably came 
from Lancaster County, where they had practiced feet-washing since they first came from Europe. 26 The church 
that is farthest east of the churches in the Franconia Conference, Deep Run Mennonite East, was the last to adopt 
feet-washing.    This seems to indicate that the practice moved in from the west. Something that man told Amos 
Kolb illustrates this fact. Before Deep Run had adopted feet-washing, their minister, Jacob Rush, visited a church 
in Lancaster which already practiced the ordinance. Since he was not accustomed to it, he was embarrassed when 
he found that he would have to wash feet along with the other members.27 

 
Feet-washing, as many new things, did not catch on with the people for a while. There was a time at Line 
Lexington Mennonite Church when only three people washed feet at Preparatory Service.28 At Souderton 
Mennonite Church eighteen members out of eighty-six took part in feet-washing in 1892.29 In 1894 twenty-seven 
out of 116 took part.30  During the next couple of years the number increased, until in 1897 fifty-five participated. 
31  The next year, fifteen more came,32 and in 1902, 100 attended.33 Finally, in 1906, deacon Henry Krupp noted, 
“Nearly all took part in feet washing.” 34 
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As far back as Amos Kolb can remember, over half came to the Preparatory Service at Vincent Mennonite. At Line 
Lexington Mennonite some of the older ones never came, and their children stayed home out of respect for their 
parents.35 
 
The women always went out into the anteroom to wash their feet, and the menu usually stayed in the auditorium.36 
They sang as they walked down the aisles to the tubs in their bare feet. After they had washed each other’s feet, 
they dried them with linen towels, and greeted each other with a “holy kiss”. 
 
Conclusion 
Thus we see in what directions we have been moving. Feet-washing has spread east from Lancaster until almost 
everyone is participating in it. Now we have come to the point of including it in the communion service, because 
there is no need for a separate service for part of the congregation.  
 
Our actual communion service is becoming shorter, and traditional ways are being dropped, until it is becoming 
more and more like any other service. Likewise, in the cup we have turned away slightly from the fellowship 
aspect by becoming worried about sanitation. Now we would rather have a cup that we are sure is free from germs 
than share the same one with the other members. Discontinuing the use of wine in our churches shows the 
influence of the culture around us. However, in regard to closed communion, our concerns are the same; as yet 
there is no loosening of that conviction.  
 
 Notes 

1..John C. Wenger, History of the Mennonites of the Franconia Conference (Telford, Pa.: Franconia 
Mennonite Historical Society, 1937), 31-32. 

2. Interview with Howard Clemmer, elderly member of the Salford Mennonite Church, Harleysville, Pa., April 
25, 1967. 

3. Interview with Arthur Ruth, bishop in Franconia Conference, Souderton, Pa., April 22, 1967. 
4. Interview with Vincent Bergey, deacon at Franconia Mennonite Church, Franconia, Pa., March 24, 1967. 
5. Ibid. 
6. Interview with Grace Showalter, archivist of Eastern Mennonite College, Harrisonburg, Va., April 29, 1967. 
7. Arthur Ruth. 
8. Ibid. 
9. Interview with Amos Kolb, minister and bishop at Vincent Mennonite Church, Spring City, Pa., April 24, 

1967. 
10. Telephone interview with Willard Shisler, deacon at Salford Mennonite Church, Harleysville, Pa, April 26, 

1967. 
11. Arthur Ruth. 
12. Ibid. 
13. Amos Kolb. 
14. Arthur Ruth. 
15. Amos Kolb. 
16. Willard Shisler. 
17. Arthur Ruth. 
18. Vincent Bergey. 
19. Henry C. Krupp (deacon at Souderton church), private diary for April 4, 1929. Translated from German by 

Raymond Hollebach (typed ms. in Franconia Historical Library), p. 96. 
20. Arthur Ruth. 
21. Amos Kolb. 
22. Vincent Bergey. 
23. Howard Clemmer. 
24. Arthur Ruth. 
25. Amos Kolb 
26. Ibid. 
27. Ibid 
28. Arthur Ruth. 
29. Krupp, diary, p.7. 
30. Ibid, p. 17. 
31. Ibid, p. 32. 
32. Ibid, p. 33. 
33. Ibid, p. 50. 
34. Ibid, p. 69. 
35. Arthur Ruth. 
36. Amos Kolb. 
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From Caccamo, Sicily to Elizabeth St, NYC (and back)  

 
Glimpses of a Sicilian Family’s Immigration Story  

 
 
On Sunday, February 25, 2018 at 2 pm, you are invited to a "Finding Your Roots" program.  Speaker Harry 
Anselmo will share some of the challenges he faced while researching his family tree. His quest began, as it 
often does, with family discussions and the stories he heard while growing up. Listening and writing notes 
to himself, he waited until his retirement from teaching to begin his search for his ancestry. First he 
followed the trail of paper records and photographs, left behind by his ancestors.  Then microfilm and 
digitized records made available through Family Search.org opened up new branches on his family tree. 
DNA analysis led to finding living relatives, and in June of 2017, a trip to his ancestral home "comune" of 
Caccamo, Sicily, culminated into walking in the steps where his family once lived. Mr. Anselmo will 
illustrate his presentation with images from his trip and share stories of meeting up with distant relatives in 
Caccamo. The program is open to the public. Admission is by donation.  

The Sanfratello farm, where Harry Anselmo’s grandmother was born.  
Photo by Harry Anselmo 
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Victorian Hair Wreath 
The inscription on the back of the box of the hair wreath  
pictured on the left indicates that the wreath was made by 
Ella Funk Myers and given to her sister, Dora Funk Nyce in 
the 1920s.  This may not be when it was made, since the 
wreath could have been made around 1900 or even before.   
 
Ella J. Funk Myers (1874-1927) and Dora J. Funk Nyce 
(1884-1927) were the daughters of John B. Funk (1847-
1928) and Sallie Johnson Funk (1848-1907) of the 
Doylestown Mennonite congregation.  The question 
remains - whose hair was this?  It appears to be hair from 
several different people.  Perhaps it included some of Sallie 
Johnson Funk's hair. 
 
The wreath was passed down to the family of Dora Nyce’s 
to her son J. David Nyce (1914-2003) and later to his 
daughter Rhoda Nyce. Gift of Rhoda Nyce Massanari,  in 
memory of j.David and Elizabeth Clemens Nyce. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

German Language Pulpit Bible 
Leather-bound German-language Bible, published by Christopher Saur, in Germantown, Pa., 1763.  Was used as 
the pulpit Bible in the Doylestown (New Britain) Mennonite Meetinghouse, Bucks County, from about 1780 to the 
early 20th century.  Inscription in the leather, in fairly large fraktur lettering, on the back cover reads: "Diesse 
biebel Gehöret dem Menonisten Gemeinde in Neu Britain, 1784" [This Bible belongs to the Mennonite 
Congregation in New Britain, 1784.]ö  Has several other German-script inscriptions throughout the Bible, that read 
usually: "Diesse Biebel Gehöret zum New Britten Menonisten Versammlung Haus" [This Bible belongs to (or at) 
the New Britain Mennonite Meetinghouse.] Gift of Doylestown Mennonite Church. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Recent Cataloged Artifacts 
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Fraktur Bookplate 
Fraktur bookplate, two-page spread (torn in 
half), tipped into the front of an 1837 New 
Testament published by Mentz in Philadelphia. 
The fraktur is all in black, no decoration, listing 
Jacob Musselman, Michael Musselman, and 
Samuel Musselman as "predigers in der 
Schwammer Gemeinde [preachers in the Swamp 
congregation]". Jacob Musselman (d. circa 
1750) was an immigrant who settled in Milford 
Township, Bucks County. He served as a 
minister in the Swamp Mennonite congregation. 
His son Michael (d. 1808) was also a minister at 
Swamp, as was grandson Samuel (1759-1847),  
by or for whom this bookplate was made. 
According to the inscription, this New 
Testament was to remain in the "new" West 
Swamp meetinghouse (built in 1819). Whether 
it remained at West Swamp or was passed down 
in the family is unknown, but the next three 
generations were added in 1856 by 19-year-old 
Henry A. Musselman (1835-1884), who lived 

most of his adult life in Philadelphia. It is unknown how the book came to the Eastern District Historical Library 
many years ago, but probably from West Swamp Mennonite Church or the Musselman family. 
 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sunday School 

booklet 
Handmade Sunday School booklet of  Scripture verses, in the shape of a chicken, made for Wilmer Detweiler 
(name on front), circa 1940. Found in collection. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Stockman Photograph 
Photo of Menno S. Gehman (1855-1919) 
with four horses, dated September 15, 
1919, three months before his death. The 
photo was presumably taken in Idaho, 
where Gehman died. The occupation listed 
on his death certificate was "Stockman". 
He was unmarried. Found in collection 
with other Gehman family photos. 
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Resonate: An Exhibit of Water Colors by Artist Sandy Wood  
 
 
An exhibit of water colors by area artist Sandy 

Wood will be on display from Sunday, January 

28 through Saturday, March 17. An opening 

reception with the artist is scheduled for 

Sunday, January 28 from 2 to 4 pm. The snow 

date for the reception is Sunday, February 4.   


